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SUBJECT:GARBA CAUTIONS US REGARDING INTERNAL SETTLEMENTS IN 
RHODESIA 

REF: LAGOS 27577 

SUMMARY: GARBA FAVORS SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING THAT WILL DECLARE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LAGOS 02817 062157Z 

INTERNAL SETTLEMENT UNACCEPTABLE AND CALL ON MUZOREWA AND SITHOLE 
TO GET TOGETHER WITH PATRIOTIC FRONT. GARBA WARNS OF DAMAGE TO 
CREDIBILITY OF US POLICY TOWARD AFRICA IN AFRICAN AND NIGERIAN 
EYES SHOULD US JOIN BRITAIN IN OPPOSITION TO SUCH COUNCIL ACTION. 

END SUMMARY 

1 . GARBA CALLED ME ASIDE AT TONIGHT S RECEPTION FOR NIGER PRES- 
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IDENT KOUNTCHE TO REPORT ON BEN MKAPA'S CONVERSATION THIS 
MORNING WITH OBASANJO. GARBA NOTED THAT MKAPA SAID NYERERE 
FAVORED A SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING AFTER ALL. I SAID WE HAD 
BEEN SIMILARLY INFORMED IN THE PAST TWENTY-FOUR HOURS, AND 
UNDERSTOOD THAT SALIM HAD CONFIRMED IN NEW YORK THAT HE HAD 
RECEIVED CORRESPONDING GUIDANCE. GARBA SAID WE ALL SEEMED TO BE 
PRETTY MUCH AGREED ON SECURITY COUNCIL ACTION, IMPLYING THIS WAS 
WHY HE HAD NOT GOT ME AND MY BRITISH COLLEAGUE TOGETHER WITH 
MAKAPA AS HE PROMISED YESTERDAY MORNING HE WOULD DO (REFTEL). 

HE SAID MKAPA WAS LEAVING LAGOS THIS EVENING FOR LONDON AND 
NEW YORK. 

2. GARBA ASKED ME WHEN WOULD THE SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING 
START. HE WOULD VERY MUCH LIKE TO PARTICIPATE "SO THAT DECISIONS 
CAN BE TAKEN ON THE SPOT WITHOUT HAVING TO USE HARRIMAN. I ASKED 
WHAT KIND OF ACTION GARBA AND MKAPA ENVISAGED FOR THE 
COUNCIL TO TAKE. 

3. GARBA SAID HE HAD TALKED WITH HARRIMAN LAST NIGHT AND A 
RESOLUTION WAS SHAPING UP WHICH WOULD DECLARE THE INTERNAL SETTLE- 
MENT UNACCEPTABLE AND CALL FOR "THE TWO SIDED (I.E., THE TWO 
REVERENDS ON THE ONE HAND, AND THE PF ON THE OTHER) TO GET 
TOGETHER AND SORT OUT THEIR DIFFERENCES." I ASKED UNDER WHOSE 
AUSPICES WOULD THEY BE ASKED TO GET TOGETHER. GARBA SAID THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL WOULD HAVE TO DECIDE THIS QUESTIION; IT 

MIGHT BE UNDER COUNCIL AUSPICES, OR UNDER ANGLO-AMERICAN PLAN 
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AUSPICES, OR PERHAPS A COMBINATION OF THE TWO. 

4. I SUGGESTED THAT THE WORDING OF ANY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS'S 
REIECTION OF THE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT MIGHT PRESENT PROBLEMS. 

5. GARBA REPLIED: "YOU KNOW WHERE OUR PROBLEM IS, DON'T YOU - IT'S 
DAVID OWEN. HAVE YOU SEEN THE BABBLING HE'S BEEN DOING ON THE 
INTERNAL SETTLEMENT? GUIRINGUAD TOLD ME HOW CLEVER HE IS AND HOW 
WHAT REALLY MOTIVATES HIM IS HIS DESIRE TO TAKE OVER THE LEADER- 
SHIP OF THE LABOR PARTY. THAT'S WHY HE'S ALWAYS SHIFTING GROUND 
THIS WAY AND THAT. IF THE BRITISH KEEP TO THIS TACK, YOU MUST 

DROP THEM OTHERWISE YOU WILL SUFFER IN AFRICA. WE HAVE ALWAYS 
INSISTED THIS ZIMBABWE THING WAS THE BRITISH RESPONSIBILITY. THE 
REASON WE WANTED YOU IN THE WINGS WAS BECAUSE YOU COULD PUSH THE 
BRITISH AND YOU WERE THE ONLY ONES WHO HAD INFLUENCE AND LEVERAGE 
TO APPLY ON SOUTH AFRICA. IF THE BRITISH NOW FAIL TO REJECT 
THE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT AND WAVER IN THEIR SUPPORT OF THE ANGLO- 
AMERICAN PLAN, YOU MUST SEPARATE YOURSELVES FROM THEM ON THIS 
ISSUE. IF YOU DON'T YOU WILL LOSE MUCH OF THE CREDIBILITY THE 
CARTER ADMINISTRATION HAS ACQUIRED IN AFRICA AND THERE MAY 
BE PROBLEMS FOR YOUR PRESIDENT S VISIT TO NIGERIA." 

EASUM 
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